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VFW 
From:  Harold R. Ray   
 Post 10523 
 P.O. Box 172  
 Canal Winchester, OH  43110 

An organization of Veterans 
Who have fought 

America’s foreign wars  
on land and sea and in the air 

– It’s a brand new year… 2022 –  

Post 10523 continues our high standards and out-

reach initiatives. Let’s stay connected —  and keep working to make 

Post 10523 one of the very best in Ohio!!   

FROM  
THE COMMANDER 
VFW Post 10523   

 
  

     
      

Well, we had our last 

post meeting of the year 2021 on December 9th in 

conjunction with our annual Christmas Party. Our 

post meeting consisted of officers in attendance as 

well as 3-4 comrades also attending the party. Dur-

ing this brief meeting a motion was made to post-

pone all reports to our regular post meeting in Janu-

ary 2022, and motion was approved.  

Our Christmas Party went well with about 52 in 

attendance and I suspect due to COVID-19 many 

chose to stay home and I understand their concern. 

I will go into more details about the party later in 

this newsletter. 

The year of 2021 was almost a repeat of 2020 with 

COVID-19 concerns at the forefront of everything 

we tried to do for our fellow veterans. Fortunately, 

we were able to have post meetings at the commu-

nity center starting in May with good attendance by 

our members. Prior to May we had our meetings 

twice at my home and twice at Hope United Meth-

odist Church with good attendance at the church 

meetings as space was limited at my home and only 

the officers attended them. Hopefully 2022 will be a 

better year for all of us! 

I will keep this short and put more items in the 

newsletter and we are still looking for a editor for 

our newsletter!!  “

Post Loses Another 
WWII Comrade 
It’s with heavy hearts that we report 

the passing of post member Michael J. 

Pohorilla on December 20th 2021. 

Mike was a very active member of our 

post since 2000 after moving here 

from his hometown of Philadelphia Pa. 

to be closer to his family. Mike was also a very active 

volunteer at Motts Military Museum where you would 

find him every Friday giving tours or talking about his 

service as a navigator aboard B-17 aircraft while flying 

with the United States Army Air Force over Germany 

during WWII. Mike was instrumental in making Post 

10523’s VOD program the success that is today.  
Mike was on the board of directors for Motts Military 

Museum as well as very involved in all Post functions. 

Mike would often be a guest speaker for many veteran 

ceremonies and always loved reciting the poem “In 

Flanders Field” any time he had the opportunity to 

speak. Final arrangements aren’t completed at this 

time; however, the Post is aware that he will be buried 

at Arlington National Cemetery with full military hon-

ors and there will possibly a memorial service at the 

Motts Military Museum in the near future. Post mem-

bers will be updated regarding his memorial service 

and his official obituary.  

Mike will be sorely missed by all who have had the 

pleasure of knowing this fine gentleman and veteran 

and I’m honored to have known this fellow airman 

from the “Greatest Generation” that saved this great 

country of ours from the evil axis of WWII. 

Chillicothe VA Hospital Visit 
 

Commander Williams and Junior Vice Commander Bob Tinnerello delivered the fruit from the 

CW Meijer store, our signed Christmas cards, canteen coupons, and the 60 quilts provided by 

the David Lutheran Church quilters to the hospital on December 7th. Once again, we were not 

permitted contact with the residences due to COVID-19 concerns, hopefully 2022 will be the 

year we return to our normal visits! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=VFW+emblen+&view=detail&id=C8E13856853E4E1975D1438125822D985DEF24A1&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=VFW+emblen+&view=detail&id=C8E13856853E4E1975D1438125822D985DEF24A1&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
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 NOW HEAR THIS…         

      Summary of  
     DECEMBER 

        POST MEETING 
 

 

• SINCE OUR REGULAR POST MEETING WAS IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE POST-

CHRISTMAS PARTY, WE DEFERRED ALL REPORTS UNTIL OUR JANUARY 13TH, 

2022 MEETING. 

STATUS OF CW  

COMMUNITY CENTER 
After discussions with Linda Tennison 

from the community center, it appears 

we will be able to continue to have our 

meetings of January 13th and February 

10th at the center with their move to 

the new city complex (Former Bob McDorman Automotive Muse-

um) on February 18th. If there are any chances to this schedule, we 

will notify all via email. There will be limited kitchen use due to 

kitchen items being moved to new building but shouldn’t affect the 

individuals who will be providing snacks for those two months. 

Linda also notified me that she will be leaving her position at the 

end of January, which is definitely ours and the community cen-

ter’s loss. We and all who use the community center will miss her 

always-smiling face and willingness to help folks with everything. 

We don’t know who her replacement is at this time, but we will 

let Post members know once we find out. 

 Coming Up 
   … In The Post 
Jan 10… Post Officer Planning Meeting 
Jan 13… VFW Meeting, Post 10523 
Jan 22… District 11 VOD Banquet  

POST 10523  
CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Our annual Post Christ-
mas party was held at the 
David Lutheran Church on 
Thursday, December 9

th
 

starting at 6:00PM.  Alt-
hough COVID-19 kept many 
from attending, 52 post 
members and their families did attend the event. 
Our caterer, Blue Moon Catering from Canal 
Winchester, put on a very delicious meal for all 
to enjoy. Our Santa Claus was there but with 
no small children, he just enjoyed the evening 
like everybody else.  

 

 

The Post’s four VOD winners from Canal Win-
chester High School were honored and each 
were presented a check from the Post for par-
ticipating and having the best essays out of 60 
participants. The four winners were Andrew 
Sycks, Kaylin Stover, Libby Blades, and Marga-
ret McCarty.  They and their families enjoyed 
the evening and each thanked Post members for 
everything we did on their behalf. Our thanks 
to Blake Firestone who is our VOD chairman 
and has really vitalized this very worthy pro-
gram the VFW has for students.  

 

 

The Post presented Joyce Barrett with the VFW 
Meritorious and Distinguished Service award 
for all that she has done to furthering the aims 
and ideals of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
Her late husband Donald was posthumously 
awarded the same for all of his contributions 
as our singer at various functions and unfortu-
nately, he passed away on November 11, 2021. On 
behalf of the “Quilters on the Canal”, Joyce 
presented the group’s 75

th
 quilt to post member 

John Pritchard for his service with the U.S. Ar-
my during Operation Enduring Freedom VI in Af-
ghanistan 2002-2006. 

The Post also presented Amanda Lemke, former-
ly CW Events & Communications Coordinator, 
with our VFW Meritorious and Distinguished 
Service award for all that she has done for 
veterans while in that position with the city as 
well as what she continues to do for our post. 
Amanda now works for Hocking College as 
their Director of Workforce Innovation and 
continues to offer her services as our unoffi-
cial newsletter editor.  

 VFW POST 10523 MEETING 
 

    CW Community Center 

22 S. Trine St. 

  CANAL WINCHESTER, OH 43110 

Date: Thursday, January 13, 2021  

Time: 7:30 P.M. 

For:  VFW Business Session, Comradeship 

JANUARY 


